
Countdown to 
Application Submission



Let’s Connect!
Open Maia and your Common Application





● Match Common Application & Maia Learning 
○ Under Maia Learning “My Account (upper right hand corner), “click to link your account” in 

“Application Systems” at the bottom of the screen.  This prompts you to sign in to your CA 
account.



● Update your “colleges considering” list in Maia (the written list you are 
turning in on Tuesday and Wednesday should match what’s in your ‘considering’ list)

● More in Maia Learning
○ Teacher Letter of Rec requests will be added to Maia by your counselor 

○ Teacher Letters will be sent (or not) based on your proof of submission

○ Colleges will be added to “Universities Applying” when you notify your counselor 
that you submitted the application.
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● Self Reporting Test Scores?
○ You MUST check every school's website to confirm their individual testing 

requirements.  Here’s an example from Boston University.



Activities Update
Open your Common Application



● Purpose of the ‘activities’ list

○ Provide a summary of most-relevant high school activities, both in and out of school

○ Give insight into what’s been important for you

○ Evaluate how clearly you present information



● Audience

○ A college application reader

○ Not likely to be familiar with national/regional acronyms such as sports leagues, and 
some activities (GIN, AISA, KIAIC come to mind)

○ Very familiar with the wide array of activities, both by high schools in general, 
international schools in specific, and often by region and country



● Mechanics

○ You are limited to a total of ten activities in order of their significance you

○ Trust your intuition and don’t agonize over strategy

○ Don’t be clever (because it won’t be seen as such) to put extra activities in the “Other 
information” section of the Common App. 

○ Don’t send a resume in addition, unless a college asks for one (redundancy is not a 
virtue)



● If you haven't already done so, enable ‘Application Preview’



University of California



● Common Questions

○ Semester grades (not final)

○ PE: not reported

○ No - or + on grades

○ Language requirement (Courses taken in the seventh and eighth 
grades may be used to fulfill part or all of this requirement if the high 
school accepts them as equivalent to its own courses.)



● Self-Reported Grades

○ Courses are selected or entered by grade level beginning with ninth grade

○ When entries for each grade level are complete, click “Next” to save and 
continue

○ 12th grade course grades should be either “IP – In Progress” or “PL – 
Planned”.

○ For courses that are only one semester long, select “No Course” for the term 
for which the course was not offered (e.g. Economics offered fall term, for 
spring term enter “No Course”).

○ Students who attended more than one school should be sure to enter courses 
under the correct school.



● Activities

○ Helpful to show progression of your role in an activity:

■ Member  >  Treasurer  >  Vice President



● IELTS/TOEFL

○ Official TOEFL scores can be submitted to ONE UC campus and the scores 
will be shared with all campuses to which the applicant applies. NOTE: IELTS 
scores must be sent to each campus.”

○ Official TOEFL/IELTS score report must be submitted no later than January.



Questions
(or is your brain full and you just want to work on your apps?)


